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The Clinton Substance Abuse Prevention 
Coalition Works to Reduce Underage Drinking
	 The Clinton Substance Abuse Prevention 
Coalition has been collecting local data on sub-
stance use and abuse among youth and adults 
for the past ten years, and analyzing the data to 
identify the most critical issues in our county.  
The issue of reducing underage drinking and 
binge drinking among youth has been a major 
focus in the last few years.   
	 This year the Coalition has worked with 
local schools, agencies, law enforcement, and 
media to increase community awareness of the 
role of adults in providing access to alcohol 
among minors.  High school students in sev-
eral districts received training and materials on 
the Parents Who Host Lose the Most cam-
paign.  After a Town Hall Meeting on Reducing 
Underage Drinking in 2008, students made it 
clear that the level of alcohol use among high 
school aged youth is much higher than most 

parents would like to believe.  Survey data col-
lected in Clinton County supports the fact that 
by 11th grade the rates of youth alcohol abuse 
are well above 50%, and binge drinking (more 
than 5 drinks at one sitting) is over 30%.  These 
numbers are troubling to students and to the 
community.  The negative impact of regular use 
of alcohol on teenage brain development has 
been documented and regular use of drugs and 
alcohol as a youth leads to high rates of adult 
addiction. 
	 The Parents Who Host Lose the 
Most campaign emphasizes the legal conse-
quences of providing alcohol to minors, and 
also highlights the emotional costs to families 
who lose a child to accidental alcohol poison-
ing, a traffic accident or fatality, and adult ad-
diction.  Students across the county have been 
active in promoting Safe Prom and Graduation 

events and campaigns, through Mock Car Crash 
events, Prom Promise, and other local efforts.  
Law enforcement agencies have participated in 
these efforts and the Tri-County Safe Prom Ini-
tiative.  It’s important to realize the significance 
of minor’s abusing alcohol, and their efforts to 
encourage their classmates and friends to cel-
ebrate their accomplishments in ways that are 
fun and safe.  The importance of parents in the 
lives and choices of their children is something 
we need to really recognize.  Check out ways 
to talk to your teen about staying away from 
drug use and underage drinking at the Coali-
tion website www.drugfreeclinton.org, and join 
us in keeping our kids in Clinton county safe!

Guest Author:  Ruth Rockwell, Clinton County 
Substance Abuse Coordinator

Clinton County Family Fit Fest:
Fun for All

	 Several hundred elementary aged chil-
dren and their families enjoyed a free evening 
at the St. Johns Park visiting fun stations at 
the Family Fit Fest on Friday, April 30th!  They 
stamped in their passports at the Wiggle and 
Giggle Station, the Superstar Stage, Munch 
Madness Station, Nature Rocks and Booth 
Bites activities.  There were tons of options 
from Hokey Pokey Bouncing Balls, to Jump 

Rope exhibi-
tions, to making 
trail mix, to dog 
demonstrations, 
to a scavenger 
hunt and climb-
ing wall to keep 
kids actively en-
gaged and give 
parents ideas 
for low cost fit-
ness and nutri-
tion options.  A 
large coalition 
of community 
agencies co-
chaired by the 

Sparrow Clinton Hospital Foundation and 
Cooperative Extension, were joined by CCRE-
SA in organizing the event to fight childhood 
obesity.  Great prizes were available such as 
Detroit Tiger Baseball tickets, a roller skating 
pizza party, Lugnuts tickets, and a Nintendo 
Wii!  The event was so successful organiz-
ers hope to make it an annual event with so 
much community support!

Clinton County Family Fit Fest Registration, L to R are Mary Ann Ellickson, 
Sam Hopko and Karla Palmer

Reader 
Feedback Form

	 We would love your feedback on how to 
make this publication valuable to you. Please 
email Julie Banfield at banfield_j@ccresa.org, 
call 517.668.0185, or fax 517.668.0446 with 
your comments.

Article Suggestions:

Book Suggestions:

Important Dates:

Other Information:

Name: 

Affiliation:

Phone Number:

Email Address:
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Grants available for k-12 
Education and nonprofits

ARTS
National Endowment for the Art’s 
Learning in the Arts for Children 
and Youth funds projects  
enhancing youth art skills and 
knowledge.  

These grant awards support learning among children 
and youth through this program.  It helps children 
acquire knowledge and skill in the arts through partici-
patory learning and engagement with artists, teachers 
and art itself.  Projects must use national or state art 
education standards to qualify and must take place in 
a school or community setting and focus on children 
five through 18. They may be after school or summer 
programs.   

Eligible Population: State educational agencies, local 
educational agencies, nonprofits with 501(c) 3 
status, state or local government agencies, etc.

Funding Level: Varies

Application Deadline: June 10, 2010  

Source: 	National Endowment for the Arts 
		  1100 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.
		  Washington, DC 20506

For more information visit
http://www.arts.gov/grants/apply/GAP11/LITA.html.

EDUCATION
State Farm Insurance supports 
communities through grants for 
safety, neighborhoods, educa-
tion.     

Funding will go to teacher development to improve 
teacher quality, service learning programs that incor-
porate community service with the core curriculum 
and systemic improvement to improve effectiveness in 
educational systems.   

Eligible Population: Nonprofits with 501 (c) 3 
status, charities, educational institution, and 
government entities.

Funding Level: Varies

Application Deadline: October 31, 2010  

Source: 	State Farm Insurance Companies
		  One State Farm Plaza
		  Bloomington, IL 6170-001 

For more information visit
http://wwwstatefarm.com/about/part_spos/grants/

cogrants.asp.

HISTORY
The History Channel “Save Our 
History” grant program has 
opened its online application 
process to organizations that de-
sign historic projects and partner 
with a local elementary, middle or 
High School.    

Eligible Population: Nonprofits with 501 (c) (3) 
status, such as museums, libraries, historical or-
ganizations, local government agencies, historic 
commissions, etc., that partner with schools. 

Funding Level: Up to $10,000

Application Deadline: June 5, 2010  

Source:	 Save Our History Grants
		  saveourhistory@rockpa.org

For more information visit
http://www.history.com/content/saveourhistory/grant-

program/overview.

HUMANITIES
The National Endowment for the 
Humanities is offering a funding 
program called Humanities Col-
lections and Reference Resources 
grant program.       

The maximum grant strengthens efforts to extend the 
life of books, manuscripts, photographs, sound record-
ings, moving images, artifacts, art and material culture, 
electronic records, and digital objects and make their 
content widely accessible.  This is often done through 
the use of digital technology.  The grants are also 
awarded to create various reference resources.  Appli-
cation may include arranging and describing archival 
and manuscript collections; cataloging collections; 
implementing preservation measures; digitizing collec-
tions, developing databases and virtual collections, and 
designing digital tools.  The funds may NOT be used for 
acquisition of collections or restoration of structures.  

Eligible Population: U.S. nonprofits, state 
	 governmental agencies, local governmental 

agencies, and tribal governments.

Funding Level: $350,000

Application Deadline: July 15, 2010  

Source: 	Humanities Collections and Resources
		  Division of Preservation and Access
		  Room 411
		  National Endowment for the Humanities
		  1100 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.,
		  Washington, DC 20506

Phone: 	 202.606.8570     

For more information visit
http://neh.gov/grants/guidelines/HCRR.html

PARTNERSHIP
The National Association of 
Independent Schools (NAIS) Chal-
lenge 20/20 invites partnerships 
between classrooms across the 
globe.     

The program invites K-12 schools to participate in a 
partnership with a classroom in another country and 
work on a global problem in a way they can address 
locally.   

Eligible Population: Public, private elementary or 
secondary schools. 

Funding Level: Classroom partnerships with 
	 international schools; networking opportunities

Application Deadline: August 16, 2010  

Source: 	Iona Simona Suciu Wheeler
		  1620 L St., Suite 1100
		  Washington, DC 20036-5695
		  wheeler@nais.org  

For more information visit
http://www.nais.org/resources/index.

cfm?ItemNumber=147262.

SCIENCE
ASM ‘Living in a Material World’ 
grants help expand knowledge of 
material sciences.       

The ASM Materials Education Foundation invites 
teachers to enter this grant competition.  The mission 
of the foundation is to excite young people in the idea 
of materials, science, and engineering careers and 
learn how to develop the metals, glasses, ceramics, 
semiconductors, and polymers that are at the heart of 
new systems.   

Eligible Population: K-12 teachers who bring 
	 awareness of materials, science, and engineering 

into classrooms.

Funding Level: $500

Application Deadline: May 25, 2010    

Source: 	ASM World Headquarters
		  9639 Kinsman Road
		  Materials Park, OH 44073

Phone: 	 440.358.5151  

For more information visit
http://asmcommunity.asminternational.org/portal/site/

www/Foundation/Educators/TeacherGrants.    
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staff news

	 Early this fall, administrators who work 
closely with the Early Childhood Assessment 
Team (ECAT) nominated the Team for the 
Michigan Speech and Hearing Association Pub-
lic School Program of the Year Award.
	 The Team (Cathy Gyurich, Deb Mattingly, 
Kenda Williams, and Taylor Viele) worked tire-
lessly at several meetings during the summer 
and fall of 2009 to accomplish two tasks:

1.	 Re-establish procedures that 
had been in place since the 
inception of the Team in the 
2004/2005 School Year

2.	 Evolve those procedures to en-
compass the growing body of 
research supporting Response 
to Intervention activities in the 
3-5 year old population

	 We have in place a system of quick assess-
ment, intervention planning, and follow-up for 
those students for whom there is concern, but 
whose needs don’t rise to the level of needing a 
Special Education Referral.  The Team has put 
together a poster of the process and success 
stories to share at the conference (the poster is 
currently in Caryn Coyle’s office at the CCRESA 
Administration Building).  
	 The Michigan Department of Education, 
Office of Special Education and Early Interven-
ing Services (OSE-EIS) is reviewing our pro-
cess, and will be sharing feedback in the near 
future.
	 We received word the week of March 9, 
2010 that our Team had won this very presti-
gious award and the Team attended the Award 
Luncheon on March 26th; additional recogni-

tion occurred at a luncheon for School Speech 
Pathologists from all over Michigan on Satur-
day, March 27th.
	 The Team received recognition from the 
CCRESA Board of Education at the regular 
Board meeting on March 16th, and they were 
still smiling and humming with joy as they left 
the building at 9:00 p.m. that evening.
	 This Team epitomizes the dedication to 
service that each and every member of the 
CCRESA Team demonstrates every day.  We are 
here for our children and our families, and it’s 
phenomenal that one of our teams has received 
recognition outside the “family” for a job well 
done.  Go CCRESA!!

Early Childhood Assessment Team (ECAT) Wins 
Michigan Public School Program of the Year!

RETIREMENTS
Congratulations to Sue 

Petty on her retirement at 
the end of the 2009-2010 

school year after 33.5 
years of dedicated ser-

vice.  Also congratulations 
to Floretta Latham after 
17 years of dedicated 

service at Clinton County 
RESA.  We wish them both 

the best in their future 
endeavors.

	 Several Clinton County local districts will be participating in this two-day workshop 
which will provide high school leadership teams with an opportunity to analyze their cur-
rent school structures and processes.  School Teams generally include the high school 
principal, counselor, the NCA chair people, department chairs, and school improvement 
team members.  During day one, teams will analyze their Master Schedule and Transcripts 
using a random sampling of 50-75 student schedules.  The analysis will concentrate on 
the Class of 2011. Most teams make a decision to gather the data for the entire class or 
extend down into a lower grade (usually 9th to catch problems early).  On the second day 
of the workshop, teams will assess their assignment alignment, interventions and action 
planning processes.  By participating in this audit process, team members have a better 
understanding of the systems that are currently in place in their building and therefore 
can better target where changes may need to occur to increase student achievement.  The 
audit process is one step in the process of school improvement.

Secondary Buildings School 
Improvement Support - 
MASSP Audits



five good books for
your reading pleasure

The Gift of an Ordinary Day; A Mother’s Mem-
oir, by Katrina Kenison, Springboard Press, 
Sept. 2009.  This book is a chronicle of the 
author’s sons’ increasing independence.  
It is about longing and fulfillment, taking 
stock of failures and achievements, and a 
search for “something more”. It is also 
a reminder that life’s mundane moments 
are often where we find beauty, grace and 
transformation.

The Lost Summer of Louisa May Alcott, by Kel-
ly O’Connor McNees, Amy Einhorn Books/
Putnam, April 2010.  This is a charming 
romance that mixes fact and fiction as the 
author imagines a summer lost to history, 
carefully gleaned from Louisa’s letters and 
journals; a summer that would change the 
course of Louisa’s writing career—and 
inspire the story of love and heartbreak 
between Jo and Teddy “Laurie” Laurence, 
Jo’s devoted neighbor.

This Time Together, by Carol Burnett, Harmony 
Books, April 2010.  This book is a memoir 
that is warm and funny and references the 
author’s television variety show while tell-
ing stories about Marlon Brando, Lucille 
Ball and other stars.

1013 S. US 27, Suite A
St. Johns, MI 48879-2423

The Kids Are All Right, by Liz Welch and Di-
ana Welch with Amanda Welch and Dan 
Welch, Harmony Books, Sept. 2009.  The 
authors tell a story about a triple tragedy 
the Welch siblings endured in their youth.  
The kids were parceled out among well-
meaning friends and family and tried to 
stay connected.  It is a grim premise but 
a hopeful story. 

Pretty in Plaid, by Jen Lancaster, NAL Hardcover, 
May 2009.  As a teenager the author knew 
what she liked.  Things like scrunchies, 
jeans and hairspray.  This book is a col-
lection of essays that shares fashion faux 
pas through the ages and notes her not so 
professional jobs.  She teaches the ability 
to laugh at your mistakes is the best skill 
ever learned. 


